1984

by George Orwell

Discussion Questions

What are your initial reactions to this novel?

What aspects did you find most disturbing and why?

Describe your reaction to the ending of this novel.

Research Questions

1. What world events were occurring around the time Orwell was writing ‘1984’?

2. What events had occurred since his birth in 1903?

3. Who was Joseph Stalin? Describe his actions as a leader.

4. How did the use of nuclear bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki change people’s perceptions of war?

5. What role did Western European countries and the USA play in supporting noncommunist dictatorships?

6. Which events do you think contributed to his mood in writing ‘1984’? Explain your answer.

7. Describe some of the ways the world has changed since 1949. What has happened to the distribution of power in Europe today? What are some of the common concerns in Western Europe today and 1949?

Presentation of results

Be prepared to participate in a class discussion on the historical background of ‘1984’ on a date to be set by your teacher.
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