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Throughout the novel Cathy goes through changes.  See if you can separate the descriptions that 
relate to each stage in her life: 1) as a child, 2) after she has been to Thrushcross Grange, 3) later 
when she is older and married to Edgar, and 4) just before she dies. 

For each short description of Cathy (above), write what you think this tells us about her … you 
should finish up with lots of notes about Cathy as a character over time. 

Write this up as four character snapshots.  Then finish by writing your own assessment of Cathy’s 
character. 

Extension – find quotes to back up these words! 

Cathy 

www.wordle.net 
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TEXT ONE

Text one 

But Mr Heathcliff forms a singular contrast to his abode and 
style of living. He is a dark-skinned gipsy in aspect, in dress and 
manners a gentleman – that is, as much a gentleman as many a 
country squire; rather slovenly, perhaps, yet not looking amiss 
with his negligence, because he has an erect and handsome 
figure, and rather morose. Possibly, some people might suspect 
him of a degree of underbred pride; I have a sympathetic chord 
within that tells me it is nothing of the sort. I know, by instinct, 
his reserve springs from an aversion to showy displays of 
feeling, to manifestations of mutual kindliness. He’ll love and 
hate equally under cover, and esteem it a species of 
impertinence to be loved or hated again. No, I’m running on too 
fast. I bestow my own attributes over liberally on him. Mr. 
Heathcliff may have entirely dissimilar reasons for keeping his 
hand out of the way when he meets a would-be acquaintance to 
those which actuate me. Let me hope my constitution is almost 
peculiar. My dear mother used to say I should never have a 
comfortable home, and only last summer I proved myself 
perfectly unworthy of one.   

(Chapter 1) 

Text two 

I obeyed, so far as to quit the chamber; when, ignorant where 
the narrow lobbies led, I stood still, and was witness, 
involuntarily, to a piece of superstition on the part of my 
landlord which belied oddly his apparent sense. He got on to 
the bed and wrenched open the lattice, bursting, as he pulled at 
it, into an uncontrollable passion of tears. ‘Come in! come in!’ 
he sobbed. ‘Cathy, do come! Oh, do – once more! Oh, my 
heart's darling! hear me this time, Catherine, at last!’ The 
spectre showed a spectre’s ordinary caprice. It gave no sign of 
being; but the snow and wind whirled wildly through, even 
reaching my station, and blowing out the light.  
   There was such anguish in the gush of grief that accompanied 
this raving that my compassion made me overlook its folly, and 
I drew off, half angry to have listened at all, and vexed at having 
related my ridiculous nightmare, since it produced that agony; 
though why was beyond my comprehension.  

(Chapter 3) 

Heathcliff 

Throughout the novel we see Heathcliff from different points of view, as well as at 
different times in his life.  

1. For each description of Heathcliff above, look at the language carefully and find out the 
meanings of any words you are unfamiliar with. 

2. Write notes on what you think each passage tells us about him in your own words.  After this, 
decide what you feel about Heathcliff.  Do you think he is a VILLAIN or a HERO? 

3. Write up your conclusion using the title above but remember to refer to the passage using the 
POINT EXAMPLE EXPLORE structure.  Include your own opinion. 
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1. Look at the words and phrases in the Wordle.  They are all said about Heathcliff 

throughout the novel. 
 
2. Can you explain what each one means.  Draw an arrow or line to the word from the 

margin and write a short definition.  Use a dictionary to check. 
 
3. When you have defined each word choose at least five and think about what it might be 

like for Heathcliff to be that way.  For example, if he is ‘flogged’ – what must that 
actually be like?  If he is an ‘orphan’ – what might that be like?  Aiming to empathise 
with the character (i.e. get into his head!) 

 
4. When you have used all the words, choose your five favourites and use these to write a 

paragraph about Heathcliff. 
 
5. When you have done that, read the following passage.  This is what happens after 

Lockwood (who is visiting Heathcliff) encounters Cathy’s ghost at the window. 
 

    I obeyed, so far as to quit the chamber; when, ignorant where the narrow lobbies 
led, I stood still, and was witness, involuntarily, to a piece of superstition on the part 
of my landlord which belied oddly his apparent sense.  

    He got on to the bed and wrenched open the lattice, bursting, as he pulled at it, into 
an uncontrollable passion of tears. (5) 

    ‘Come in! Come in! he sobbed. ‘Cathy, do come! Oh, do – once more! Oh, my 
heart's darling! hear me this time, Catherine, at last!’  

    The spectre showed a spectre's ordinary caprice.  It gave no sign of being; but the 
snow and wind whirled wildly through, even reaching my station, and blowing out 
the light. (10) 

    There was such anguish in the gush of grief that accompanied this raving that my 
compassion made me overlook its folly, and I drew off, half angry to have listened at 
all, and vexed at having related my ridiculous nightmare, since it produced that 
agony; though why was beyond my comprehension. 
 
From Chapter 3 

 
 
6. Think about what this passage and the actions depicted in it mean – specifically what 

do you now think about Heathcliff?  Refer to the text in your answer. 
 
7. Finally, bring all your notes together to answer the following in a mini essay: 
 
 

‘There is nothing to love in Heathcliff; he is just a monster.’  

Discuss how far you think this statement is true. 


