Chapter Three: The Dog Must Die
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In this chapter, some of the men in the bunkhouse complain to Candy, the old swamper, that his dog is old and smelly. Re-read the pages that cover the events leading up to Candy’s dog being shot. There is a strong sense that Candy feels powerless and is very reluctant to lose his dog. Write a speech for him in which he honestly says how he feels and tries to persuade others that his dog should live.  

You might like to include: 

· How unfair it is to kill a dog just because it is old and smelly. 

· How Candy identifies with the dog because he is old too. 

· How he has had the dog since it was a pup and how much the dog means to him.

· That they cannot really know whether the dog is suffering: he might be feeling fine. 

· How Candy identifies with the dog because he is old too. 

· How he has had the dog since it was a pup and how much the dog means to him.

· That they cannot really know whether the dog is suffering: he might be feeling fine. 

· That shooting a dog is a painful (though quick) way for him to die. 

· That replacing him with one of Slim’s pups just isn’t the same. 

Remember … 

You are writing to persuade others. This is similar to writing an argument but you will play more on the reader’s emotions. You can be one-sided and you don’t need to make a counter- argument.  

Persuasive texts are often structured like this: 

1)
A general description of the situation. 

2)
An explanation of why your point of view is the right way to look at things. 

3)
Background details, the history of the situation. 

4) 
Practical details about what others can do to help. 

5) 
A final emotional plea for support. 

You must write at least a page and it is due at the end of the lesson.

