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This chapter shows us a further rise in Jack’s control over the island.  Ralph is 
struggling to maintain his position as leader.  Look at the following moments 
from the chapter and mark them on a graph to analyse the power struggle 
between the two boys.  To do this, draw a chart where the y axis has Ralph’s 
name at the bottom and Jack’s at the top.  Divide the x axis into 14 sections 
and use them as markers for the quotations below.  Use your chart to plot the 
rise and fall of the boys, by marking whether each quotation shows Jack or 
Ralph in the position of control. 
 

“I hit him all right. The spear stuck 
in. I wounded him!” (p.124) 

“Would you rather go back to the 
shelters and tell Piggy?” (p 130) 

“He did that with his tusks. I 
couldn’t get my spear down in 
time.” (p.124) 

“Who went first on the castle rock?” 
(p.130) 

“Use a littlun” said Jack, and 
everybody laughed. (p.126) 

“Coming?” (p 131) 

“I don’t remember this cliff,” said 
Jack, crest-fallen (p. 128) 

“I don’t mind.” (p.131) 

“Let me think.” (p.128) 
“If you don’t want to go on…I’ll go up 
by myself” (p132) 

“Don’t you want to go to the 
mountain?” (p.129) 

“We’ll go and look.” (p.133) 

“There won’t be enough light.” 
(p.129) 

“Now-?” (p133) 

 
 
 
 

1. With a partner, list five ways in which the boys have changed physically or 
mentally since their arrival on the island. 

 
2. Look at the list of words below.   Which would you use to describe Ralph at 

the beginning of the novel and which would you use to describe Ralph at 
this point in the novel?  Are there any which you think have remained 
constant? 

 

• cautious • direct  • assertive  • reflective  
• lonely  • accepted  • fair • homesick 
• up-beat • confident • torn • confused 
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3. ‘The desire to squeeze and hurt was overmastering’.  Ralph gets caught up 
by the dance.  Mind-map or list all the ways you could interpret the dance 
symbolically.   

 
 
 
 
 
1. What are the signs that Ralph is still tied to civilization? 
 
2. What is on Ralph’s mind at the beginning of this chapter?  Who attempts to 

reassure him? 
 
3. What things are different about the two sides of the island and how do they 

affect Ralph differently as a result? 
 
4. What happens during the encounter with the boar?  Describe what happens 

afterward with Robert. 
 
5. How is the dance in chapter 7 different from previous dances?  Who joins 

in?  How is this evidence that the hunters are becoming more brutal and 
dangerous? 

 
6. Jack scales the mountain in order to get a better view.  What does he think 

he sees?  What is it in reality? 
 
7. What is the significance of the title of this chapter?  Make a list of symbols 

found in chapter 7 and explain their significance. 


