Study Questions

Complete the following questions in full sentences. 

Chapter One

1. Identify and give a physical description of Lennie and George. Use a quote to describe each character.

2.  What is George's first complaint to Lennie? 

3.  What trouble did George and Lennie have in Weed? 

4.  What is in Lennie's pocket? Why does he have it?
5.  George bursts into a long speech about what he could do if he were alone. What could he do?
6.  Lennie offers to go away and live in a cave. What is George's response? 

7.  Why are George and Lennie different from the other "guys like us that work on ranches"? 

8.  Describe the dream George and Lennie share for their future. Why is it so important to both men?
9.  What two things does George want Lennie to remember? 

10.  Why did George want to camp overnight instead of going another quarter of a mile to the ranch? 
Chapter Two

1. How is the bunk house described? What does the description tell the reader about the men who live here?

2.  What does George answer when the boss asks what his interest in Lennie is?

3.  What did Lennie forget to do during the conversation with the boss?

4.  Who is Curley? Give a brief description of him. Include a quote.

5.  Why is Curley is a ‘no lose situation’ when he fights big guys?

6.  Describe Curley’s wife. Use a quote from the text to support your answer.

7. How would you describe the relationship between Curley and his wife? What do their actions tell you about each of their characters?

8.  What advice does George give Lennie after Curley and the old swamper leave?

9.  Re-read Steinbeck’s description of Slim. What does this description tell you about Slim’s character? Is he a man to be trusted and looked up to?

10.  What does Slim have that Lennie wants? Why? 
Chapter Three

1. Slim and George have a long conversation. Slim says it's funny how George and Lennie go around together. What is George's answer?

2.  Why do the men want Candy to get rid of his dog?

3.  What are Candy’s reasons for not shooting the dog?

4.  In what ways is Candy like his dog?

5.  How does Candy become part of the dream of owning a farm?

6.  Who is Crooks? Use a quote from the text to describe him.

7. Why does Curley start a fight with Lennie?

8.  What does this fight between Lennie and Curley show about their characters?

9.  Why doesn’t George help Lennie in the fight?

10.  What does Slim make up to keep Curley from being embarrassed?

Chapter Four
1.  In what way is Crooks’ quality of life better than the ranch hands?

2.  Where is George? Who is he with? 

3. What does Crooks say to Lennie about loneliness?

4.  Why would Crooks react so negatively to Lennie, then let him in anyway?

5.  Why does Crooks torture and taunt Lennie about George?

6.  Comment on the collection of individuals who meet and chat in Crooks’ room. What is significant about these people?

7.  What is Crooks’ response to people coming in his room? Why does he act this way?

8.  Why is Crooks called "Crooks"? How does this reflect his personality?

9.  What is Curley’s wife’s response to Curley’s mishap?

10.  What were Crooks’ final comments about the dream of owning land? why do you think he said this?

Chapter Five

1. How have Curley's wife's dreams for her life changed or been lost?

2.  What do you think actually happened in the episode Curley’s wife relates about becoming a movie star?

3. Why do you think Curley’s wife married Curly? Consider the time when answering this question.

4.  What does Lennie admit to himself with regard to the death of his puppy? Why is this significant?

5.  Specifically, what course of events lead to the unfortunate death of Curley’s wife?

6.  At the death of Curley’s wife, Steinbeck injects many animal references. What is the reference, and what is the significance of it?

7.  Who does Candy blame for the incident? What does this tell us about this society? Why is it significant that these words came from Candy?

8.  What is Curley’s response to the discovery of his wife? Use quotes. What does this underline about Curly?

9.   What options do George and Candy discuss after the discovery of the body?

10. Where is Carlson’s Luger?

Chapter Six

1. Inside of the first two paragraphs of the sixth chapter, Steinbeck has inserted yet another animal reference. What is it and what is its relevance to the story?

2.  What is the significance of the rabbit appearing at the end of the book?

3.  What two things does Lennie ask George to talk about? What is the significance of each?

4. What confession does George offer Lennie? Why?

5.  What vision does George fill Lennie‘s mind with? What happens soon after?

6.  Why did George kill Lennie and was he justified in doing so?

7.  Explain what happens to the dream at the end of the novel for both Lennie and George. 

8. What does Carlson suggest happened?

9.  In what way does Slim show understanding for George's decision? 

10.  What does the significance of Carlson’s last words of the story?
