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The Cuban Missile Crisis 

Source Investigation

Background Information:
The Cuban Missile Crisis took place in 1962. It lasted 13 days. It began when US spy planes flying over Cuba took reconnaissance photographs which showed nuclear missile installations being built, some almost complete. Further intelligence revealed USSR warships heading towards Cuba carrying nuclear missiles probably for the new sites.  President Kennedy had three options; do nothing, attack the Soviet ships or create a naval blockade around Cuba. The Soviet Premier was Khrushchev.
The island of Cuba is close to Florida and in 1962 was controlled by a communist government led by Fidel Castro.

Look at the sources below. You will carry out an investigation into their reliability and decide why this was such a significant turning point in the Cold War.  

Source A:
[image: ]
Map of the western hemisphere showing the full range of the nuclear missiles under construction in Cuba, used during the US government secret meetings on the Cuban Missile Crisis and created by the CIA.
Date:October, 1962






Source B:
[image: ]
Photograph of John F Kennedy addressing the nation on live TV in October 1962 at the time of the Cuban Missile Crisis taken in the White House.


Source C:
[image: ]
This British cartoon of 29 October 1962 shows Kennedy and Khrushchev arm-wrestling for power, sitting on nuclear weapons.   The caption read: 'OK Mr president, let's talk'

Source D:
On October 24th 1962 a group of Soviet ships reached the American blockade. One oil tanker was allowed to pass through without being searched. The other ships turned back.  President Kennedy’s brother Robert said that in the eyeball to eyeball confrontation ‘Khrushchev just blinked’. Nuclear warfare had been avoided.

Extract from a school textbook published in 1995.







Source E:
We sent the Americans a note saying that we agreed to remove our missiles and bombers on condition that the President gave us assurances that there would be no invasion of Cuba. Finally, Kennedy gave in to us and agreed to make a statement giving us such an assurance.  It was a great victory for us, a spectacular success without having to fire a single shot.

Extract from Khrushchev’s memoirs written in the late 1960s.

Source F: 
[image: ]
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Kennedy and his political advisors met for 13 days and Nights from 16th October. Unknown to many of the advisors Kennedy taped the discussions that took place about how to react to the situation. Source C is from a transcript of these tapes.
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Tuesday 16 October
The group discusses whether the USA
could be undor threat from Cuba,
President Kennedy seems to think that
the threat s not really ireroasod.

General Mavwel Talor: Ik to stres this
last point, Mr Prasident. We ae very
winerable to 2 conventicnsl bombing
attock inthe Flrida area

Douglas Dilon: What if the planss carry o
rucear waspon?

The Presdont Wel fthey zarya nucloar
weapon.

Rusk: Wo could just be uterly wiong - but
we've nver reall bolieved that
Khrushche vould sart 3 nucear vr over
Cub

Buncly: What s the impact on the balance of
power of these missles?

The Presdent What diference does it
make? They've got enouigh to blow us up.
ow anywiay. This . pol tica strugle a5
mach 3z miftary

Thursday 18 Octobar
The group discusses what it would be.
ik o start 2 nucloar war.

Robert Kennedy: | think Gesrge Ball has
hell o 2 good point

The Presdent What?

Robert Kennedy: | hink it the whole.
question o, you know, asiuming that you
o surive il this. What kind of country
youare.

Ball Yes,imagine having tolve the rest of
your fe knowing what yo. have done

Robert Kennody: It a hllof a burden
0 cany.

Friday 19 October
The military chios show that they
support tough action

General Lo May: If we don'tdo anything ta
Cuba, then they'te going to push on Berln
and push reol hrd because they have got
us'on the run . This = lmost 25 bod a4
the appeasement at Manich -. | jus dorft
sno any othersoltion except dict
milftary action ight now. A blockade wold
be considered by  lot o our iends and
neutrals a5 bong a pretty weak response.
o this. And I'm st a o of our v
itzens wold fee! that way 1o

Monday 22 October
The Prosident discovers that American
nuclear weapcns could bo fired without
him knowing - and he doss not ke il

The President: Ve may be atacking the
Cubans and a reprisal moy come. | don't
want these nuslear weapons fing without
ur knowing it Can wa take cae of 7

Nitze; Tho Chicfs wil objec to now orders
bacauso it il change their exising
instructions. A Sovit rudlea attack
requires the i mediate exccution of the.
European Defense Pan.

The Prsident: Whats the European Defene
Pla?

Nitze: Nuclear v

The President: No ... What we've got o do.
810 maka sue that these fellows dont fre
off weapons and put the United States
undor atack. 1 don't think we aught to
accept the Chisk word on that ane, Pau
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