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• Spread out assignments: 59

• Give more time to complete tasks:20

• Put assignments on VC (timely): 18

• No HW during exams: 14

• Give clearer expectations:10

• Give student input on due dates: 10

• Start HW in class: 10

156
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Source:theguardian.com



Examination comes from 
the verb “to examine” - the 
first definition of which is to 
“inspect in detail; to 
investigate thoroughly”



Why have exams at all?
1. Benefit of the “spacing effect” - studying something 

a second time can help to bring learning into long-
term memory (Kornell, 2010)

2. Formalized opportunity for students review material 
from over a longer period of time, think critically 
about what they have studied, review hard-to-grasp-
topics, discuss subject matter with classmates and 
instructors — all of which enhance learning 

3. A skill set for Diploma and Uni/College



Exams at NIS

• Grade 12’s sit 24 hours of cumulative exams… 

• Grades 11, 10, and 9 sit comprehensive semester 
exams. Scores are not weighted or averaged.  

• Grades 6-8 take summative assessments under 
simulated exam conditions during exam week. 
Scores are not weighted of averaged.

Why?

Why?

Why?



The “Cons”
• Exam week and review 

interrupts learning 

• Teachers are held to fixed 
dates and times 

• Exams create stress for all 
(and marking) 

• Practice x 10?
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Current HR System

• By Grade level 

• 10 mins per day + Extended HR (2x per month) 

• Attendance, Daily Bulletin, &  ????? 

• Lifeskills: Once per 8-day cycle, conducted by HR 
teachers



What we know…
1. Kids need trusting relationships with adults 

2. Students need a point-of-contact in the School 

3. Parents need a point-of-contact in the School 

4. Students need more interaction with other Year Groups 

5. HR needs focus 

6. Lifeskills needs a revamp 

7. House system needs a boost





Homeroom
• Mixed year groups 6-9 (10-12?)

• Smaller groups (10)

• Sorted by “House”

• Grade 6 “Soft Landing”

• Extended Advisory for Year Level Meetings (DC, etc)

• Focus: Building relationships!

Advisory!



Lifeskills
• Delivered to Year Groups

• Articulated Curriculum

• Health and Well-being

• Organizational Skills

• Growing up Digital

• Identity 

• Relationships and Sexuality

• More teacher choice in delivery

“Life 101”

Source:blogspot.com



What’s next?
• Work! 

• Student buy-in… 

• Formal parent communication 
(support is critical!) 

• “Tell us about your kid” 
Afternoon (Aug/Sept) 

• Questions and 
Suggestions?

Source:chrisqueen.net



Thanks!




