
1. Because we had to take them when we were kids!

2. Teachers love marking them!

3. The more tests we give the better our school is?

4. Other schools do it, so we should too…

Why have exams at all? Why have exams at all?
1. Benefit of the “spacing effect” - studying something 

a second time can help to bring learning into long-
term memory (Kornell, 2010)

2. Formalized opportunity for students review material 
from over a longer period of time, think critically 
about what they have studied, review hard-to-grasp-
topics, discuss subject matter with classmates and 
instructors — all of which enhance learning 

3. A skill set for Diploma and Uni/College

Exams at NIS

• Grade 12’s sit 24 hours of cumulative exams… 

• Grades 11, 10, and 9 sit comprehensive semester 
exams. Scores are not weighted or averaged.  

• Grades 6-8 take summative assessments under 
simulated exam conditions during exam week. 
Scores are not weighted or averaged.

Why?

Why?

Why?

The “Cons”
• Exam week and review interrupts 

learning 

• Teachers are held to fixed dates 
and times 

• Summative vs. Formative 

• Creates a “bottleneck”  

• Exams create stress for all  

• Practice x 12? Source: wordpress.com
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Are exams for students in 
grades 6-8 worth it?
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How do grades work in the MYP?
• Teachers determine final scores for each criteria 

-Standardization within department/Moderation 

• “Best fit” 

• Most recent and most consistent marks 

• Total score falls into a “grade descriptor 
band”

Barack:  A:4, B:7, C:5, D:5 = 21
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How might we… 
  

…best support our 
MYP/DP students?
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Source: learningtheories.com

Questions/Comments?

Next parent coffee…

Next steps for advisory…
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