Why have exams at all?

1. Because we had to take them when we were kids!
2. Teachers love marking them!
3. The more tests we give the better our school is?

4. Other schools do it, so we should too...
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Why have exams at all?

1. Benefit of the “spacing effect” - studying something
a second time can help to bring learning into long-
term memory (Kornell, 2010)

2. Formalized opportunity for students review material
from over a longer period of time, think critically
about what they have studied, review hard-to-grasp-
topics, discuss subject matter with classmates and
instructors — all of which enhance learning

3. A skill set for Diploma and Uni/College
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Exams at NIS

* Grade 12’s sit 24 hours of cumulative exams...

» Grades 11, 10, and 9 sit comprehensive semester
exams. Scores are not weighted or averaged.

* Grades 6-8 take summative assessments under
simulated exam conditions during exam week.

Scores are not weighted or averaged.
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The “Cons’”

Exam week and review interrupts
learning

Teachers are held to fixed dates
and times

Summative vs. Formative
Creates a “bottleneck”
Exams create stress for all

Practice x 127 Source: wor dpress.com
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Are exams for students in
grades 6-8 worth it?
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English A Grade 7 S1

How do grades work in the MYP?

» Teachers determine final scores for each criteria
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3 10-14 Produ work of an quality. Ce basic
of many and contexts, with
significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some
basic critical and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of
knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar classroom
situations.
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|7 French B Phase 2
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How might we.

.best support our
MYP/DP students?

Inspiring

International Mindedness
Personal Excelience

Creative Thinking
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Inspiring

physiological needs:
“food,water, warmth, rest

Source: learningtheories.com

You could
~ share a TED talk
~ invite students to present their summer

vacation in video/photo format
~ run 4 minute Pecha Kuchas

~ play card games

~ play charades

~ visit another advisory group
~ explore an area of the school

You should already have received an invitation and mee
Homeroom Teacher and/or from your child's MYP/DP A¢ 42,

[ Complete Onllne personallty SUI’VGyS and gmch other, | think these PLCs are allowing me to bond with the kids

auizzes I . )

SPECIAL EVENT: Sdse L ArcisBaby’ 9%

PARENT LED CONFERENCES 3. Generaly, students a NIS are well behaved. 89%
Each and every student is unique, and brings his or her | 39~ My child feels safe at NIS. 9%
Souols w m ° : ) ouch dny. ) 40.  NIS has appropriate expectations and standards of student
In recognising the individuality of each child, next Tuesd: behaviour. 9%
w Led Conferences. By Ilslgnlng go paroms. who :
wilbe able to support them beter in their leaming exper 41 - he graff gt NIS are approachable when I have a concern. 9%

Amy Keus August 25, 2015 at 3:19 PM
To: Juan Saavedra, Kasson Bratton, and 3 more...

Parent Led Conferences

Hello,

| absolutely love the Parent Led Conferences. I'm learning *so* much
about the kids in my advisory! The kids | already know really well, I'm
seeing a side of them that’s not musical, and so it's really interesting. With
the two new kids, | got their backstories... including the Webb family that is
entirely adopted, just like mine. The mum said at one point, “There’s some
things that only adopted mums can understand about their families,” so it
felt like we were bonding.

All of the kids have told me they really like (and some said ‘love’) the
advisory programme. While | think it's super important that the kids bond

Effective means for communication between staff, students and

may take place Monday through Thursday; most MYP/D :

Tuoysdayaﬂemow. Hyouhave_mtlecei\yfodanomail,p parents are in place. 8%

homeroom teacher (PYP) / Advisor (MYP/DP) today. 43 (yerall, I am satisfied with the level of support my child receives. 90%
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Next steps for advisory...
Questions/Comments?

Next parent coffee...
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